
ISANDLWANA 
 

On 22nd January 1879, shortly after the British invasion of Zululand, Viscount Chelmsford established 
a camp at Isandlwana for his centre column, consisting of 1800 Europeans and 1000 natives. But while 
Chelmsford and about half of the Europeans were away trying to intercept a Zulu force, the camp was 
hit early in the morning by a surprise Zulu attack. All but 55 Europeans and 300 natives were killed. 
Returning the next day, Chelmsford discovered the ruined camp, strewn with bodies, and immediately 
fell back through Rorke’s Drift to defensive positions. 
 
This book is a brand new look at the opening battle of the Anglo Zulu war, one of the biggest disasters 
for the British in South Africa. 
 
Part of the prestigious Fields of Battle series, edited and with an introduction by Richard Holmes. A 
concise and readable account of one of the most famous actions of the Zulu War. Illustrated with 
excellent maps and photography. 
 

ADRIAN GREAVES 
 

Having spent many years as a police superintendent, Dr Adrian Greaves now devotes all his time to the 
study of the Anglo-Zulu Wars. He is the founder / editor of the Journal of the Anglo-Zulu War 
Historical Society, and gives regular battlefield tours of Isandlwana and Rorke’s Drift. He has 
published numerous articles on the period; this is his first full-length book. 
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